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‘By RICHARD IRWIN
Staff Reporter

If Gary Lewis, a 38-year-old pilot for

. Eastern Airlines and a former Marine
" who served 13 months in Vietnam as a

forward air controller, ever decides to

enter another profession he might try
_ predicting the future.

Lewis, a resident of Warren, N.J.,

and a balloonist for more than 18

months, was among seven entrants in

Saturday’s Great Baltimore Balloon
Race from Patterson Park.

Long before the first-balloon took off
in a hare-and-hounds race, Lewis pre-
dicted his balloon, sponsored by the
First National Bankof Maryland, would
win.

- “Inaracelikethis,” Lewis said, “it’s
best to take off last because its easier to
gauge your distance from the ‘hare’ and
once the others have landed you make a
greater effort to come closest to the tar-
get balloon.” ;
n clﬁewm bettla-plan eame-off—mthmt a

itch.
Airmw 10 minutes and flying
aubwt 1,000 feet we quickly spotted the

BALIDGNIST PREPARE FOR LAUNCHING AT PATI‘ERSON PARK

. « « Rain-soaked race ended 20 minutes later at the edge of Clifton Park

ilot’s Balloon Battle Plan
esults In Hot Air thory

“hare.” It was down in a ball field near

Clifton High School off to the northeast

and hidden by a large group of trees.
"“We have a good chance,”” Lewis told

‘me and Bob Glaser, a member of the

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, *be-

- cause two balloons are becalmed andthe

others have apparently landed far from
the ‘hare.! ™" g

With delicate touches on the fuel con-
trol knobs, Lewis directed the 70-foot
high multi-colored balloon tewards the
“hare” balloon sponsored by WMAR-TV
and the Suﬂpapers

“I knew we'd win,”” he shouted above

the blast of the propane entering the

canopy.
When he won the balloon race at the
Kentucky Derby, Lewis used the same

technique, beating out 30 other entrants

and it proved successful again.

With victory in sight, Glaser and [
were oblivious to the possibility of hit-
ting the railroad wires that loomed
ahead of us just east of Clifton Park Ele-
mentary School: Instead, we were keep-

-one eye on the opmiticm and the
ther onthe “‘hare,” hoping to get closer.

Soaked to the skin but glormus}y hap-

--News American Photoby John Davis.
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Py abgut winning, Lewis, Glaser and
myself scrambled out of the balloon and -
were quickly surrounded by four pelice-
men and several kids carrying umbrel—
las. w

“We’ll break out the champagn&md'
celebrate after-we get the balloon a.nd
canopy packed away,”” Lewis said.: :

That was the hardest part Gf~ the
flight. Weighing over 600 pounds, the sat-
urated balloon was a tough baby te han-
dle but we finally managed to stuffit into
acanvasbag.

A city chase truck drove Lewzs »h:s
canopy and basket back to Patterson
Park while Carroll McKenna of Meravia
Road, a bystander who assisted-us,
dmve Glaser and me to the staﬂmg
point and our cars.

Back -at the park, Lewis remeved
two bottles of the bubbly, broke out.sev-
eral plastic cups and toasted the v1cmry
balloon.

] knew we'd do it, [ knew wed win
all the time,” Lewis shouted asa few on-
lookers stared and wondered why-any-
one inhisright mind would fly a balloon.

“Why?"" asked a member of the wm-
ning crew.

“Becauseits there,” he rephad;
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